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TosHUA xxiv. is ere 
ee me and my Hoſe, we will us. Link. . 


a 


V, EHESE Words ni the kcly 
# Reſolution of pious Jaſbua, ws. 
having in a moſt-moving affectig: 
nate , Diſcourſe, recounted to t 
HFaelites what great Things G. 
had.done. for them, in the Ver 
pe immediately going before 5 
Texts comes to draw. a. proper Inference” freu 
what he had been delivering; and acquaints them 
in the, moſt preſſing Terms, that fince God. h 
both ſa exceeding gracious,unto theme, they could 
do no leſs than, out of Gratitude for ſuch uncom- 
mon Favours and Mercies, - dedicate both theni- 
ſelvesand Families to his Service. Now therefore, 
fiys he, Verſe 14. fear the Lord, and ſerve bim 
in Sincerity and: Truth, and . away the Gods 
which your Fathers ſerved, on t other Side of the 
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dience to the Commandment of God, 1 . xi 


5 were the bleſſed. An els to come, as in the patri 
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the. 8 Samuel afterwards enforce their Ot 


24, Only fear, the Lord, and ſerve him in Jruth 
with all your Heart; for confider (ſays he) hoy 
great Things he hath dine for you. But then, tha 

they might not excuſe themſeves (as too many 
might be apt to do) by his giving thetn a bat 

Example, cr think he was laying heavy Burden; 

upon them whilſt he himſelf touched them nc 
with one of his Fingers, he tells them in the Verk 
out of which the Text is taken; that whatever 

Regard they might pay to the Doctrine he had 

deen preaching, yet he (as all Miniſters ought to 

do) was reſolved to live up to and practiſe it him. 

felt: Chuſe you therefore, ſays he, whom you wil 

ſetve, "whither the Gods which your Fathers ſerved, 

ver the Gods of the Amorites, in whoſe Land yt 

duell: But as for me and my. Houſe, we will ſerv 
the Lord.. 

8 Reſolution this worthy of Tobugy and no > 
becoming, no leſs neceſſary for every true Son 
 Folbua, that is intruſted with the Care and Go 
rnment of a Family in our Day: And, if it wa, 

0 ger er ſeaſonable for Miniſters to preach up, aff en 

N to put in Practice Family Religion, it wa], 

never more 1 than in the preſent Age; fince it ii 

a to be feared, that out of thoſe many 
ouſholds that call themfelves ( brifians, there are 
but few that ſerye God in their reſpectiue F amili 

48 they ought, . 

It is true indeed, "vifit our Churches, and 500 
y perhaps ſee ſomething of the Form & Godl. 

l ſtiſl ſubfi Ring, among us; but even that ö 

ſcarcely to be met with in private Houſes. 80 thi 


archal Age, and obſerve our ſpiritaa! Oeconom 
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hy Home, would they not be tempted to ſay as . 
Habam ſaid to Abimelech, Sarely, the Fear of God þ 
i not in this Place? Gen. xx. 12, of 
How ſuch a general Neglect of Family-Religion 7 
firſt began to oyerſpread the Chrifian World, is 
difficult to determine. As for the primitive Eb 
ffians, Iam pofitive it was not ſo with them: No, 
| they had not ſo learned Chrift; as falſely to imagine 
vel Religion was to be-confined folely to their Affem- 
nal blies for publick Worſhip; but, on the contrary, 
u behaved with ſuch Piety and exemplary - Holineſs 
im in their private Families, that St. Pail often ſtyles 
wil their Houſe a Church. Salute. ſuch a one, fays he, 
and the Church-which is in his Houſe. And, I'bes - - 4 
15 liere, we mult for ever deſpair of ſeeing a primi- * 
ruf tive Spirit of Piety revived in the World; till we 
are ſo happy as to ſee a Revival of primitive Fa- 
mily-Religion ; and Perſons unanimouſly reſolving .- ©... 
with good old Fobua, in the Words of the Text, 
A for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lorl. 
From which Words I ſhall beg Leave to infilt_ {6 
on theſe Three Things. | „ 


2 Fj irft, That it is the Duty of every Genn | 
of a Family to take Care, that not only he 
- himſelf, but alſo that thoſe commĩtted to his 2 
Charge, ſerve the Lord. We 
. Secandh, I - ſhall endeavour to ſhew. after 
What Manner a Governor and his Houſhold 9 
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ougnht to ſerve the Lord. 
A. Thirdly, and laftly, I ſhall offer fore Mo- 
tives in order to excite all Governors, with _- 
._ their reſpective Houſholds, to ſerve rhe Lord 
in the Manner that ſhall be recommended. 


And Firf, I am to ſhew that it is the Duty o 
every Gonernor 56 a F amily to take 2 3 
that 
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that not only he himſelf, hut alſo that - thoſe 
committed to his Charge, ſhould ſerve the 


And this will appear, if we confider that every 


_ Governor of a Family ought to look upon himſelf 


phet, to inſtruct; as a Prieſt; to pray for and 


as obliged to act in three Capacities: As à Pro- 


with; as a King, to govern, direct, and provide 


for them. It is true indeed the latter of theſe, . 


viz. their kingly Otfize,. they are not ſo frequently 


deficient in, (nay. in this they are generally follici- | 


tousz) but as for the two former, vix. their priefily 


and prophetick Office, like Gallio, they cafe for 


. was. before obſeryed) @ Prieſt, every Family a 
Flock : And if any of them periſh. through che 


no ſuch Things. But however indifferent ſome. . 
Governors may be about it, yet they may be aſſu - 
red, that God will require a due Diſcharge of theſe 
For if, as the Apoſtle - 


Offices at their Hands. 
argues, He that does not provide for bis c Houſe, 
in temporal Things, has denied the Faitb, and it 


waßſe than an Handel; to what greater Degree of 


1 muſt he have arrived, who takes no 
Thought to provide for the ſpiritual Welfare of his 
Family! _ 8 n 


But farther, Perſons are generally very fibersl - 
of their Invectives againſt. the Clergy, and think 


they juſtly blame the Conduct of that Miniger 
Who does not take heed to and. watch over the 
Flock, of which the Holy Ghoft has made him 


Overſeers But may not every Governor of a Pa- 
mily be in a lower Degree liable to the, ſame Cen- 


ſure, who takes no Thought for thoſe Souls that 


are committed ta his Charge? For every Houſe 


is as it were a little Pariſh, every Governor (as 
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Governor's Neglect, their Blood will God require 
at their Hands. TR _ , III £01435 A 2 22 
Was a Minifter to diſregard teaching his Peo- 
ple publickly, and from Houſe to Houle, and to 
excuſe himſelf by faying, that he had enough to 
do to work out his on Salvation” with Fear and 
Trembling, without concerning himſelf with that 
of others; would not any one be apt to think ſuch 
a Minifter to be like the unjuft judge, One that © 
neither feared God, nor regarded Man? And yet, 
odious as ſuch a Character would be, it is no worſe - - 
than that Governor of a Family deſerves, Who 
thinks himſelf obliged only to ſave his o] n Soul, 
without F any regard to the Souls of his 
Houſhold. © For (as was above hinted) everx 
Houſe is as it were a Pariſh, and every Maſter is 
concerned to ſecure, as much as in him lies, the 
Spiritual Proſperity of every one under his Roof, 
as any Minifter whatever is obliged to look to the 
Spiritual Welfare of every individual Perſon under 
What Precedents Men, who neglect their Duty 
in this Particular, can plead for ſuch Omiſſion, I 
cannot tell: Doubtleſs not the Example of holy 
Job, who was fo far from imagining that. he had 
no Concern, as Governor of a Family, with any 
one's Soul but his own, that the Scripture acquaint 
us, When the Days of his Children's ' Feafting were 
gone about; t hat Job ſent and ſanctiſied them, and 
ffered Burnt-Offerings according to the Number of 
them all; for Job ſaid, it may be that. ny Sons habe - 
nned and curſed God in their Hearts: Thus dil 
ob continually. Not can they plead the Practice | 
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of good old Fofbua, whom, in the Text, we find 
vs mach Concerned for his Houſholdf Welfare as Ka 
is own. Nor laſtly, that of Cornelivg, who feared » 
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God, not * "himſelf, but with all. his FIG 
And were Chriftians but of the ſame Spirit. of Job, 
| Jobua, and the Gentile Centurion, they would act 
Job, Jobua; and Cornelius did. 

5 alas! if this be the Caſe, and all Gover: 
nors of Families ought not only to ſerve the Lord 
themſelves, but likewiſe to ſee that their reſpective 
Houſholds do ſo too; what will then become of 
thoſe” who do not only neglect ſerving God theme 
felves, but alſo make it their Buſineſs to _ ridicule 
- and ſcoff at any of their Houſe that do? Who are Bat 

| not content with not entring into the Kingdom N tat 

Heaven themſelves ; but thoſe alſo that are willing Wl tha 
to enter in they binder. Surely ſuch Men are Fa- the 
ctors for the Devil indeed. Surely their Damns- tea 
| tion flumbereth not: For although God, in his Hit 

2 Providence, may ſuffer, ſuch Stumbling-M ch 
locks to be put in his Children's Ways, and ſuffer ii in : 

*  Theit greateſt Enemies to be thoſe of their own ede 

Houſholds, for a Triabof their Sincerity, and Im- N W. 

Provement of their Faith; yet we cannot but pro- is, 

nounce a Moe againſt thoſe Maſters by whom. ſuchMHe; 

Offences come. For if thoſe that only take Carrot . 

of their own Souls can ſcarcely. be fayed, where 

will fach monſtrous Pon and wicked Governon 
appear? 

3 But hoping there are but few of. this uphapp 

. Stamp, proceed we now to the 


8 II. Second Thing propoſed, ix. T 0 * af 
| | N 0 ter what Manner a Governor and his urn 
| ought to ſerve the Lord. | et 


1. And the firf Thing I ſhall mention is 1 
ing the Word of God. bis is a Duty incumbent 
on every private Perſon. . Search. the e 
. in Eg . bunt Ye "OY Eternal 0s Is 47 
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N 7 given by our Bleſſed Lord indifferently to all: 
t Baut much more ſo ought every Governor of a Fa- 
wu to think it in a peculiar Manner ſpoken to 
„ himſelf, becauſe (as hath been already proved) he 
d ought to look upon himſelf as a Prophet, and there- 
e fore, agreeable to ſuch a Character, as bound to 
of W inftru&t thoſe under his Charge in the Knowledge 
Jof the Word of God. 

le This we find was the Order God gave his pecu- 
re har People of Trazl: For thus * his Repreſeng 
of Wl tative Moſes, Deut&ronomy vi. 6, 7. Theſe Words, 
ng Wl that is, che Scripture ' Words, which I command 


da- thee this Day, ball be inthy Heart, and thou bas 


n2- ¶ teach them diligently unto thy Children, that is, as 
his it is generally explained, Servants, as well as 


ng- Wh Children, and ſhalt talt of them when thoa firteft 


fler in thy Houſe.” From whence we r infer, that 
dun ehe only Reaſon, why fo many wee to read the 


is; becauſe the Words of Scripture are not in their 


of the Heart their Mouth will Tpeak, 

Befides, Servants as well as Children are, for 
the Generality, very ignorant, and mere Novices 
in the Laws of -God-: And how ſhall they know, 
unleſs ſome one teach them? And what more pro- 
perjto teach them by, than the lively Oracles of 
God, wbich are able make them wiſe unto Salva- 


heſe lively Oracles, than Parents and Mafters, 
mo (as hath been more than once obſerved) are as 
uch concerned to feed them with ſpiritual as 
it bodily: Bread, Day by Day. 

But if theſe Things be ſo, what a viſerabls 


re ſq far” from feeding thbſe comnutted to their 
wy with me fincere Milk of the Word, to the 


Words of Scripture diligently to their Children 


Hearts: For if they were, out of the Abundance 


wn? And who more proper to inftrutt them by 


ondition- are thoſe unhappy Governors in, wh 


n Intent 5 
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8 ſearch the Scripture themſelves, nor are careful tg 
- a happy. Way indeed to do their Mafter's Will 


5 who take ſuch prodigious | Pains to know it {- Would 
one not imagine that they had turned Converts t 


every Governor and his Houſhold ought to ſerv 
the Lord, vis. Family Prager. 


a good Preparative for Prayer, as Prayer is an er 


ſhould join both theſe 
becauſe a Governor of a Family cannot perfer 


in ſome Degree inveſted with) without performing 


they brought them. But to whom did they bring 
them? Why, in all Probability to their Fathe 


4 


Interft they may. grow thereby, that they neither 


explain them to others ? Such Families muſt be in 


the Church of Rome ; that they thought Ignorantt 
the Mother of Devotion; that thoſe were to be 
condemned as Hereticks who read their Bile? 
And yet how few Families are there amongſt us 


* Who do nat act after this unſcemly Manner! By 


fhall I praiſe them in this © I praiſe them not e By 


' thren, the Thi ng ought not ſo to'be. aw 


2. Paſs we on now to the ſecond Means whereby 


This is a Duty, though as much eglected, ye 
as abſolutely neceſſary as the former. Reading i 


cellent Means to render Reading effectual. An 


the Reaſon why 22 Governor of a Famil 
xerciſes together is plain 


his Priefly Office (which we before obſerved, he | 
this Duty of Family Prayer. 


We find it therefore remarked, when Mentio 
is made of Cain and bets offering Sacrifices, tha 


Adam, who as Prieſt of the Family, was to off 
Sacrifice in their Names. And ſo likewiſe oug! 


every ſpiritual Son of the ſecond Adam, wha is 


truſted with the Care of an Houſhold, to off 
up the ſpiritual Sacrifices of Supplicatiqns en 
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Chrif, in - the Preſence and Name of all who wait 


upon, or eat Meat at his Table. 
Thus we read our Bleſſed Lord behaved, when | 


he tabernacled amongſt us: For it it ſaid often, that 
be was. alone praying with his twelve Diſciples, 
which was then his little Family. And he himſelf 


has promiſed a particylar Blefling to joint Supplica- 
tions: For whereſoever, ſays he, two or three are 
gat bered together in my Name, there am I in the 


_ midſt of them. And again, if two or three are 


agreed touching any Thing they ſball ast, it hall be 
given them. Add to this, that we are ae. | 
by the Apoſtle to pray always, with all Manner of 
Supplications, which doubtleſs includes Family 
Prayer. And holy Foſbua, when he ſet- up the 

good Reſolution in the Text, that he and his 

ouſhold would ſerve the Lord, certainly reſolved 


4; withal to pray with his Family, which 1s one of the 
beſt Teſtimonies they could give of their ſerving 


him. 
Beſides, there are no Families but What have 


ſome common Bleſſings, of which they have been 
all Partakers, to give Thanks for; ſome common 
N Crofles and Afflictions, which they are to pray a- 


gainſt, ſome common Sins which they are all to 
lament and -bewail But how can this be done - 


without joining together in one common Act of Hu- 


Abende, Supplication, and T hankſgiving, | is 

From all which Confi deratioris put together, it 
is evident, that Family Prayer is a great and ne- 
ceſſary Duty; and conſequently, thoſe Governors 


that neglect it are certainly without Excuſe. And 
it is much, if . live without Family Prayer, 
| ic live without od in the en, — 
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And yet ſuch an hateful Character as this i is, it 
Is to be feared, that, was God to find out an 
Angel to deſtroy us, as he did once to deſtroy the 
Egyptian Firſt born, and withal give him a Com- 
miſſion, as then, to ſpare no Houſes but where 
they ſaw the Blood of the Lintel ſprinkled” on the 
Door-poſt, ſo now to let no Families eſcape but 
thoſe that called upon him in Morning and Even 
ing Prayer; few would remain unhurt by his a- 
venging Sword. Cbriſtians ſhall I term ſuch Fa- 
milies, or Heathens? Doubtleſs they deſerve not 
the Name of Chriſtians; and Heathens will ſurely 
riſe up in Judgment againſt ſuch profane Families 
of this Generation: For they had always their 
Houſhold Gods, whom they worſhipped, and whoſe 
Aſſiſtance they frequently invoked. * And a pret- 

ty Paſs thoſe Families ſurely are arrived at, who 
muft be ſent to School to Pagans. But will not 
the Lord be avenged on ſuch profane Houſholds 
as theſe? Will he not pour out his F uy upon 
thoſe that call hot upon his Name? 

3. But it is Time for me to haſten to the third 
and laſt Means I ſhall recommend, whereby every 
Governor ought with his Houſhold- to ſerve the 
Tord, viz. by catec bixing and inſtructing their 
Children and Servants, 'and- bringing them up in 

| the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 

| That this, as well as the two former, is a Duty 

incumbent on every Governor of an Houſe, ap- 

Pears from that famous Encomium or Comme nda- 

tion God gives of Abraham. I know, ſays the 

Yoo - that be will command his Children and 
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* bis Houſbold after bim to keep the Way of the Lord, 
to dot Faftice and Judgment. And indeed ſearee 
any thing is more frequently preſſed upon us in 
Holy Writ, than this Duty of ene Thus 
„ 4 922 


„Ke r 
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fays God in a Paſſage before cited, ' Thou ſhalt teach 
theſe Words diligently unto th) Children. And Pa- jo 

rents are commanded in the New Tef ament to 

breed up their Children in the Nurture and Ailmg- 
nition of the Lord. The Holy Plalmift acquaints 
us, that one great End why God did ſo great 
Wonders for his People was, ts the Intent that 
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when they greu up they ſhould ſhew their Chililren, 


or Servants, the ſame.' nd in Douteronomy, 
Chap. vi. at the 20th and following Verſes, God 
ſtrictly commands his People to inſtruct their Chil- 
dren in the true Nature of the ceremonial Wor- 
ſhip, when they ſhould enquire about it, as he 
ſuppoſed they would do, in Time to come. And 
if Servants and Children were to be inſtructed in 
the Nature of Jeuiſp Rites, much more ought 
they now to be initiated and grounded in the Do- 
Etrines and firſt Principles of the Goſpel ot Chrif > 
Not-only becauſe it is of a Revelation, which has 
brought Life and Immortality to a fuller and clearer . 
Light, but alſo becauſe many Seducers are "gore 
abroad into the World, who do their utmoſt En- 
dea vour to deſtroy not only the Superſtructure, 


but like wiſe to ſap the very Foundation of our by 


moſt Holy Religion. | 
Would then the preſent cen M. their 
Poſterity be true Lovers and Honourers of God, 
Maſters and Parents muft take ' Solomon's good Fr 
Advice, and train up and catechize their reſpective 
Houſholds 3 in the Way wherein they-ſhould go. 

I am aware but of one Objection that can, with 
any Shew of Reaſon, be urged againſt what has 


been advance; which is, that ſuch a Procedure 


as this will take ap too much Time, and hinder 
Families too long from their worldly Buſineſs. But 
ic is much to o be e whether Perſons: 7 2 


7. 98 . 
* 


e e Dr 
.** Rart ſuch an Ohjection are not of the ſame hypo- 


"+ Critical Spirit as the Traytor Jadas, who had In- 


1 


' fGignation againſt devout Mary, for being fo pro- 
fuſe of her. Ointment, in anointing our bleſſed 
Lord, and asked why it might not be fold for two 

- "Hundred Pence, and given to the Poor. For has 
Cod given us ſo much Time to work for ourſelves, 
and ſhall we not allow ſome ſmall Pittance of it, 
Morning and Evening, to be devoted to his more 
immediate Worſhip and Service? Have not People 

Tead, that it is God who gives Men Power to get 


WMcealth, and therefore that the beſt Way to proſper 


in the World is to ſecure his Favour? And has not 
dur bleſſed Lord himſelf promiſed, that if we ſeek 
Firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, 
all outward; Neceſſaries ſhall be added-unto us? 

.  ,, Abraham, no doubt, was a Man of as great Bu- 
ſineſs as ſuch Objectors may be; but yet he would 


8 find Time to command his Houſhold to ſerve. the 


Lord. Nay, David was a King, and conſequently 
had a great deal of Buſineſs upon his Hands; yet 
notwithſtanding, he profeſſes that he would walk 
in chis Houſe with a penfe& Heart. And, to in- 
Hance but one more, holy Fabua was a Perſon 
certainly engaged very much in temporal Affairs: 
and yet he ſolemnly declares before all Iſrael, that 

as for him and his Houſhold, they would ſerve t be 
Lord. And did Perſons but redeem their Time, as 


+. Abraham, David, or Jobua did, they would no 


Ionger complain that Family Duties kept them too 
Jong from the Buſineſs of the World. 


III. But my Third and laſt general Head, un- 
der uhich I was to offer ſome Motives, in or- 
dier to excite all Governors, with their re- 
S det ipective Houſholds, to. forme st he Lord in; the. 
<:34isN WE Manner 
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Manner before recommended; I. hopes: WIr 


' ſerye inſtead of a thouſand A ents, to 


ly opougy can ſay to one, Go, and: he goeth; and 
te another Come, and he cometh; to a third, Do 
this, and he doeth it. And ſhall this Power be 
ſo often employcd in your own Affairs, and never 


exerted in the Things of God? Be ary. © 0 | 


Heaven, at this! 
Thus did not faithful rab z no, Cod ng 


that he knew Mrabam would command his Servants 
and Children. after him. Thus did not Jobua : 


Prove the Weakneſs . ee of "0M ſuch 
"70 „en, «£8 x of J 0 | 


25420 And the frſt Motive I ſhall. n mention-js the > 
Duty of Gratitude, you that are Governors of Fa- 
milies owe to God. Y our Lot, every one muſt 

| confeſs, is caſt into a fair Ground! Providenee hath 
given you a goodly Heritage, above many of your - 
fellow Creatures, and therefore, out of a Principle 
of Gratitude, you ought to endeavour, as much 
as in you lies, to make every Perſon of your re- 
ſpective Houſhold to call upon him as long as they 
live: Not to mention that the Authority, with 
which God has inveſted you as Parents and Gover- 
nors of Families, is a Talent committed to your. 
Truſt, and which you are bound to improve to 
your Maſter's Honour. In other Things we find 
Governors and Parents can exerciſe Lordſhip over 
their Children and Servants readily, and frequent- 


No, he was not only to walk with God himfelf, 


but to improve his Authority in making all about 
him do ſo too: As for me and my Houſe, ur 


4 ww] ſerve the Lord. Let us go and do likewiſe. 


2: But Secondly, if. Gratitude 10 God will not; 


| methinks, Love and Pity to your Children'fhould 
« move 


1 


* 13 W | | "0 
Fa Tc W great DUTY. of | 
. . yu, with your er Families, to Serve 
Poe, Lord. 
Moſt People expreſs a great Fondneſs fon their 
| Children: Nay ſo great, that very often their 
own Lives are wrapped up in thoſe of their Off- 
| #pring.'- Can a Woman forget ther ſucking Child, 
that ſbe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of her 
Hamb? ſays God by his Prophet Iſaiah. He 
ſpeaks of it as a -monftrous Thing, and ſcarce cre- 
{ <ible; But the Words immediately following 'af- 
im it to be poſſible, Na, they may forget; and Ex- 
Þerience alſo aſſures us they may Fut ber and Mo- 
iber may both forſake their Children: For what 
. greater Degree of Forgetfulneſs can they expreſs 
towards them, than to neglect the Improvement of 
their. Part, and not bring them op in the Know- 
dedge and Fear of God ? 
It is true indeed, Parents ſeldom: forget to pro- 
vide for their Childrens Bodies, (though it is to be 
Feared, ſome Men are ſo far ſunk beneath the 
Beaſts that «periſh, as to neglect even that) but 
then how often do they forget, or rather, when 
do they remember to ſecure the Salvation of their 
immortal Souls? But is this their Way of expreſ- 
ling their Fondneſs for the Fruit of their Bodies? 


_ - 


fs this the beſt Teſtimony they can give of their 


Affection to the Darling of their Hearts? Then 
Was Delilah fond of Sampſon, when ſhe delivered 
him up into the Hands of the Philifines > Then 
were t hoſe Ruffians well affected to Daniel, when 
bey threw him into a Den of Lions. 

3. But Thirdly; if neither Gratitude to God, 
nor Love and Pity to your Children, will prevail 
on youz yet let a Principle of common Hang 
and Jul ice move you to ſet uf the Holy" Reſolution 
in the Text. iet eb: 

tt | MN | This 


* 
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- Fhis is a Principle which all Men would be © 
hows ht to act upon. But certainly, if any maß 
be 22 cenſured for their Injuſtice, none can be 
more liable to ſuch Cenſure than thoſe who think 
themſelves injured. if their Servants withdraw ' 
themſelves from their bodily Work, and yet they 
in, Return take no Care of their ineſtimable Souls. 
For is it juſt that Servants ſhould ſpend their Time 
and Strength in their Maſter's Service, and Maſters 
not at the ſame Time give them what is jult and 
equal tor their Service? 
It is true, ſome Men may think they have Time 
enough when they give unto their Servants Food 
and Raiment, and ſay, Did not I bargain with 
thee for ſo. much a Year? But if they give them 
no other than this, what do they leſs for their very 
Beaſts? But are not Servants better than they? 
Doubtleſs, they are! And however Maſters may 
put off their Convictions for the preſent, they will 
find a Time will come, when they ſhall know they 
ought to have given them ſome ſpiritual as well a8 
temporal Wages, and the”. Cry of thoſe that have 
mowed down their Fields, will enter into the cared 
of the Lord of Sabaoth, . 
4᷑. But fourtbly, if neither Gratitude: to God, 72 
Pity to Children, nor a Principle of common Tit. 
flice to Servants, are ſufficient to balance all, Ob- 
jections; yet ler that darling, that prevailing Mo- 
tive of Self-Intergft turn the Scale, and engage you. 
| with your reſpective Houſholds to ſerve the Lord. 
This weighs greatly with you in other Matters: 
Be then perſuaded to let it have a due and full In- 
fluence on you in this: And if it has, if you have 
but Faith as a Grain of Muſtard-Sced, how) can 
you avoid believing that promoting Family. Reli- 
5 NO be the beſt Means to e your ow 
| temporal 


br 1 © 1 | ö . ” 2 . LP 
temporal as well as eternal Welfare? For Godlineſs 
Das the Promiſe of the- Life that now is, as well as 
' that which is to tome. Lad 1 * 
Heſides, you all, doubtleſs, wiſh for honeft Ser- 
vants, and pious Children: And to have them 
prove other wiſe, would be as great a Grief to du 


as it was to Elijah to have a treacherous Gebazi, or 


David to be troubled with a rebellious Abſalom. 
But ho can it be expected they ſhould learn their 
Duty, except thoſe ſet over them take Care to teach 
it them ? Is it not as reaſonable to expect you 


ſhould reap where you had not ſown, or gather 
there you had horfirawed oo 
Did Chrifiamity, indeed, give any Countenance 
to Children and Servants to diſregard their Parent; 


and Maſters according to the Fleſh, or repreſent 


their Duty to them as inconfiftent with their entire 


Obedience to their Father and Mafter which is in 
Heaven, there might then be ſome Pretence to 
neglect inſtructing them in the Principles of ſuch a 


Religion. But fince the Precepts of this pure and 


undefiled Religion are all of them Holy, Juſt and 
Sodd; and the more they are taught their Duty to 
God, the better they will perform their Duties to 


you; methinłs then to neglett the Improvement 


of their Souls, out of a Dread of ſpending too 
much Time in religious Duties, is acting quite 


contrary to your own Intereſt as well as Duty. 
5. Hifthly and laſtly, If neither Gratitude to 
God, Love to your Children, common Fufice to 
your Servants, nor even that moft prevailing Mo- 
tive Self-Intereft, will excite; yet let a Confidera- 
tion of the Terrors of the Lord perſuade you to put 
in Practice the pious Reſolution in the Text. Re- 
member the Time will come, and that perhaps 


very ſhortly, when we mult all appear before the 
ea Judgment 
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Judgment. Seat of Chriſt , where wo muſt give a 


Converſation, in our reſpective Families in this 


World. How will you endure to ſeò your Chil-- 
dren and Servants (who ought-t9 be your Jo ank 
Crown of Rejoicing in the Day of our Lord 8 KEE 


Chrift) coming out as ſo many ſwift Wiitntlles a- 


gainſt you; eurfing the Father that begot them 
che Womb that bore them, the Paps which they 
have ſacked, and the Day they ever entered into 


your Houſes? Think you not the Damnation which 


Men muſt endure for their own Sins will be ſuffci- 
ent, that they need load themſelves With the addi⸗- 
tional Guilt of being acceſſary to the Damnation of 


others alſo? Oh conſider this, all ye that forget to 


ſerve the Lord with your reſpective Houſholds 
left he pluck jau away, and there: be none to deliver 


you't 1 +: + 


But God-forbid Brethren, that any ſuch Evit 
ſhould befal you: No, rather will J hope that you 
have heen, in ſome Meaſure, convinced by. what 


has been faid of the great Importance ot Family. 


Religion; and therefore are ready to cry out, in the, 


Words immediately following the Text, God for- 


bid that 1 ould forſate the Lord; and again, Verſe 


11, Nay, but we ul, with our ſeveral Houſholds, 
ſerve the Lord. "on . | | 

And that there ma 
you, let me, to conclude, exhort all Governors ef 
Families, in the Name of our Lord FJeſus Chrift, 
often to reflect on the ineſtimable Worth of their 


own Souls, and the infinite Ranſom, even the pre- 
cious Blood of Feſus Cbriſt, which has been paid 


down for them. Remember, I beſeech you remem- 


ber, that you are fallen Creatures, that you are by 
5s EET | Nature 


N 
= 
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1 2 
be alda ys ſuch a Heart in 
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elf | and eſtranged from God and tha 
never de reftored to ybur primitive: Hap 
pes — 25 being born agaih of che Holy Obo 
ri our primitive State of Purity, hay 
1 5. Uf. 7 rer inſtamped Upon your Souls 
pot Sraby Made meet to he Partakers of th 
RP © Inherftinceith the\Sainrs in Light. Do, I fay, 
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| 55 ſeriduſly and Ft quently reflect on, ank act a, 
i 5 Perſons that believe Tack” important Truths,” and 
po will no more neglect your Family's Spiritual 
Weſfere thin yöùr own; Noz the Lobe d, God 
A which will theh” be rd abroad i in your Hearts; wi 


ccni you to do your utmoſt to preferve them! 
Andi the de Senſe of God's free Grace in Cbriſ 
154 pf Je, (apc you will then have in calling you, 
Vu exeite you to do ycur utmoft to ſave 'otherg, 

egſpreiauy thoſe of your own Haubold. And though, 
Atter all your pious Endeavours, ſome may conti- 
be uäreformed; yet you will have this coinforta- 
B8Bie Reflection th make, that you did what you 
could to make your Families religious And there- 
fis may reſt afſured of fitting down in the King- 
1 Ge Heaven with Abrabam;” Foſhuaz and Gor 
- - felius; andall the-godly Houſholders, Who in their 
Feyeral Genera tions ſhone forth as ſo many Lg 
1 e pms he Earth. 


1 75 

15 115 
* T3) 15 t. Ni Is a MY | 
Aion ty WW re at af; 


a 
A ry S : * * 
* . N 
= d 
a . . 
. 1 A | . 
17 * 3 7 
\ a 4 1 ' — * ! . lo : dy 4 — 1 3, 4 4 #-A FF 5 — Io * 1 r 2 N - 
G A r .@& .. * 
* 444 IJ F.S 'P @ 5 : „ 9 . k „ *. — © $4 4 | 
* . © 
. a „„ N 8 a * * «a - | — * ' - , * P \ * a , * 
8 * : * 4 2 ®y r 2 1 l * p - > 9 7 " 
"—- < . 4 * : - *« 1 N 1 o #4 4 © of * n 
1 1 i — -— „ , # * 4 j $ = * 3 
. * 
1 = 
1 
, . * + i * 1 1 2 | , 
. : 7 


. . . 
"4 . * 


% = * £43 
d F - 
. 


* 
— 
= 


— D 


EI. 


< 


D, 


— 


= 
= 
- 


- 
: 


89 i 
= * 
o 
: 4 
= 
» + \ * 
"Y - 
- o - , 8 
: = 


« ot 9 "= _ 

. 9 0 

- » ns © r * 4 
«ale G : * 


_—_— 4. 


"x. ©. 


= 
_- 


4 * 55 
a wage 


* Q 12 * 4 — 
3 Nee ' 
. « . . 


- " of 


: 9 £ . 
= : > : 


2. 


1 * L 

Kin nas © x 

2 „ 
— — 


”s 


= 


— 


* 


— 


5 


* 


reer 


IF» 


—— — 


. 


—— —— — GP IG 


